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MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

2024 was another year of growth for Family Gateway. As the number of families
reaching out for services continued to rise, we focused on expanding our practice of
diversion. Diversion involves working with families to find solutions to homelessness
that don't require shelter. This can include collaborating with landlords to prevent
eviction, providing case management for families staying with friends or relatives
while they secure employment and housing, or even transporting them to another
city or state where they already have a support network.

Our team is committed to helping families come up with creative, sustainable
solutions because we know that diversion is not only less traumatic for children and
families, but also more cost-effective for our agency. Last year, we successfully
diverted 55% more families than the year before, which allowed us to shelter 28%
fewer families in 2024 compared to 2023.

Through our two emergency shelters—Family Gateway North and Family Gateway at
The Salvation Army—and by utilizing budget-friendly hotels when shelter space was
full, we were able to serve more than three-quarters of the families who needed
shelter. Our case managers and employment specialists worked closely with
families, helping them secure employment, find apartments, and achieve long-term
stability. Our supportive housing services allowed 96% of families to remain stably
housed in our care, significantly outperforming the HUD benchmark of 77%.

In addition to our core services, we launched our first-ever evening fundraising
event, Denim & Diamonds, held at Gilley's Dallas. It was a night to remember! We
were honored to present the Annette G. Strauss Community Service Award to Joel T.
Williams Il and Charles O'Connell. These two men played a pivotal role in
restructuring our homeless services system, making it more cohesive and effective.
We were also thrilled to have country music legend Neal McCoy on stage for an
evening filled with live music, dancing, and fun—it was anything but your typical
gala!

We are incredibly grateful for the opportunity to support families in this important
work. A heartfelt thank you goes out to our donors, volunteers, and staff members
for their dedication to ending family homelessness. We truly couldn’t do this without

700, MU

Ellen Magnis Michelle Frymire
President & CEO Chairman of the Board



ASSESSMENT &
DIVERSION

To find alternatives
to shelter

EMERGENCY
SHELTER

To provide a safe
place for families to
stay while they get

back on their feet

CASE
MANAGEMENT

To help families
secure and maintain
stable housing

EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMMING

To ensure kids are
enrolled in school &
to provide social
emotional support

SUPPORTIVE
HOUSING

To help families
maintain stability

OUR MODEL

A family seeks assistance. Our
Assessment & Diversion team
works with each family to find
creative alternatives to shelter;
this national best practice is
called diversion.

If the family has no other options,
they are triaged into one of our
emergency shelters or a partner

shelter. Programs are focused on
housing and income stabilization

for adults and on education
stabilization for children.

Case Management is provided
to help families increase their
income, to overcome barriers to
housing, and to create a
Housing Stabilization Plan.

An Education Program is
offered for children in shelter
with a focus on math,
language, and social
emotional developmentin
conjunction with Vogel Alcove.

The family leaves shelter into
housing, according to their
unique needs and
circumstances. In our
supportive housing programs,
Case Managers provide
ongoing support.




2024 PROGRAM NUMBERS
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ASSESSMENT & DIVERSION ®@®®
®

Diversion involves working with families to find solutions to homelessness that
don't require shelter. This can include:

e Collaborating with landlords to prevent eviction

e Providing case management for families staying with friends or relatives
while they secure employment and housing

e Transporting them to another city or state where they already have a
support network

1,877

FAMILIES SERVED WITH
ALTERNATIVES TO SHELTER

(also known as diversion)

@
3,582

FAMILIES IDENTIFIED
AS LITERALLY OR
IMMINENTLY HOMELESS

Last year, we successfully diverted 55% more families than the year before.




CALLERS WERE PRESCREENED TO
DETERMINE SERVICE ELIGIBILITY.

18%

Living in a hotel & out of funds

24%

“Doubled up” staying with friends or family

15%

Imminently homeless

Living in uninhabitable location

3%

In other shelters wanting/needing to leave




EMERGENCY SHELTER

& OVERFLOW PROGRAM

Families who cannot be served with other alternatives are triaged
into one of our shelters or a partner shelter. In our shelters,
programs are focused on housing and income stabilization for
parents and on education stabilization for children.

> DID YOU KNOW?

Our emergency shelters are the only ones in our community that
serve all types of families and keep them together. This includes
single parents with kids, families with older male children, multi-
generational families, and largamilies with complex backgrounds.




PROGRAM NUMBERS

of families who came through the Family
MORE THAN Gateway access point who needed

70% shelter were served in our emergency
shelter and overflow program.

642

families required shelter.

78%
of families exited from
shelter into positive housing.
(HUD benchmark = 65%).

460

@ families were served in | o shelters operated at 120% of

our emergency shelter or .
overflow program. capacity, on average.

539 88 DAYS
- o000 ,
families needed a short stay oooo| Ourlength of stayin shelter
1000

in a hotel or a pay-to-stay ranged from 1 to 365 days

partner shelter because they (average was 88 days),
were awaiting shelter space pointing to the complexity of
or had special circumstances housing larger families or
that made shelter impractical those with multiple barriers

or unsafe. to housing.




CASE MANAGEMENT

At Family Gateway, we provide housing-focused and vocational case
management to help families regain stability and self-sufficiency. Case
managers work with families in our emergency shelters and are also
embedded in or mobilized to apartment complexes throughout the
community in our supportive housing programs.

Vocational Case Management

Most of our families make 0-30% of the area median income, classifying
them as “extremely low income.” Most housing in Dallas is priced for those
who make 60% and above the area median income. Our Vocational Case
Manager works to bridge this financial gap in our community and to
connect our families to opportunities for income growth and stabilization.

— $1,400

(= ) = . _
oo average increase in
00 9 monthly income




L/ EDUCATION PROGRAM
Vogel

where children soa

VOGEL ALCOVE

For the past 37 years, Vogel and Family Gateway have remained
collaborative partners to serve families with children experiencing
homelessness in Dallas. Today, our partnership continues with the
opening of the Vogel North Childcare center at Family Gateway
North. The center serves infants, toddlers, preschool, school-age
children and teens residing in our family shelter, Monday-Friday,
7:00 am - 6:00 pm. A Saturday Play Day program operates on
Saturday mornings for parents and children to play and learn
together.

Pre-School & Afterschool Learning Center ..

=

Our families are also eligible for ongoing free childcare at Vogel’s downtown
location and at their new Redbird location once the family is housed.



SUPPORTIVE HOUSING

We have more than 100 units of supportive housing in apartment
complexes throughout the community for post-shelter care. Our case
managers are embedded in or mobilized to these apartment complexes
for ongoing support.

Types of supportive housing programs include:

* Project-based vouchers through DHA.

e Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) for families who have specifically
documented disabilities.

e Rapid Rehousing for families who have relatively fewer barriers to self-
sufficiency and are capable of quickly regaining and sustaining

stability.
V)
AL 96% &%) 57%
m . m of families served in h of families increased their
supportive housing income during their
remained stably housed supportive housing stay
(HUD benchmark = 77%). (HUD benchmark = 20%).

174

families served in
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

GENDER OF ADULTS GENDER OF CHILDREN

OTHER: <1% OTHER: <%

FEMALE: 82% FEMALE: 49%

ETHNICITIES AGES

55 OR OVER:7%
45-54: 3%

35-44: 12%

UNDER 5: 17%

25-34: 16%

HISPANIC: 8%
18-24: 6%

WHITE/NON- MULTIPLE RACES: 7%

HISPANIC: 6% OTHER: 3% 13-17:12%




2024 ANNETTE G. STRAUSS SOCIETY

The Annette G. Strauss Society is a group of philanthropic individuals
and families committed to helping families with children recover from
the trauma of homelessness. Members of The Annette G. Strauss
Society commit to a gift of $10,000 or more each year for three years.
Strauss Society members help make the important work of Family
Gateway possible each and every day. Thank you to these dedicated
families for their incredible support!

Creating Change
Deborah Ackerman

Renewing Hope
Dianne & Jim Bosler
Darla & Mark Whitaker

Inspiring Success
Michelle & Rich Frymire
Maritza & Jeff Liaw
Paula & Bay Miltenberger
Minda & Gary Moor

Providing Stability
Purvi & Bill Albers
Sara Crittenden & Justin Bailey
Mary Beth and John Brennan
Renee & Matt Gerkens
Mandy & Clayton Main
Marilee & Charles O'Connell
Missy & Derek Sharp
Exa & David Whiteman




CORPORATE PARTNER PROGRAM

Our important work would not be possible without our Corporate
Partners who help us achieve tangible results as we work to
provide a sustainable solution to family homelessness. Thank you
to our 2024 Corporate Partners!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD CHAIR BOARD VICE-CHAIR TREASURER SECRETARY
Michelle Frymire Maritza Liaw Matt Gerkens Hope Aubert-Schall
AT-LARGE BOARD AT-LARGE BOARD
MEMBER MEMBER
Kim Benton Melissa Hensley
DIRECTORS
Melissa Banks Mallory Muse
Katie Beaird-Ortiz Almas Muscatwalla
Dr. John Brennan Shay Phillips
Keith Britton April Pinkston
Chris Golz Quincy Roberts
Daniel Kee Derek Sharp
Austin Lewis Jwyanza Watt
Clayton Main Darla Whitaker
Steph McNelis Andy Yung

PRESIDENT & CEO
Ellen Magnis

AFFORDABLE HOUSING BOARD

Alex Sharma Exa Whiteman Rob Grovenstein
President Board Chair Vice Chair & Secretary
Chelan Lookout, LLC AT&T JLB Partners

Steve Martin Andy Yung
Treasurer Director
Frost Bank A/Y Digital Advertisers



ADVISORY BOARD

CHAIRMAN
Gary Moor

Deborah Ackerman
Justin Bailey
Leslie Benners
Dianne Bosler
Rick Deitch
Nancy Halbreich
Shanjula Harris
Florence Hosanna
Anne Johnson
Mirjam Kirk
Kamini Mamdani
Steve Martin
Janie McGarr
Charles O'Connell
Selwyn Rayzor
Deanna Reyna
Bryon Romine
Alex Sharma
Amy Warren
Exa Whiteman




2024 SUPPORTERS

Madison & Sharif Abboud
Alicia & Jon Abel

Debby Ackerman

Tad Adrian

Alinda Hill Wikert Foundation

All Saints Catholic Church

All Saints Women's Organization
AT&T Foundation- Employer Match

Ginger & Doug Anderson
Lindsey Appleby

Judy & Phillip Askew
Sherry & Scott Atkinson
Hope Aubert-Schall
Justin & Sara Bailey

Bank of America Employee Giving

Jacques Bares

April Barnes

Susie & Mike Barnett
Baron & Blue Foundation
Suzanne Bartolucci

Katie Beaird-Ortiz

Bell Nunnally

Leslie & David Benners
Kim Benton

Barb Berg

Gina & Ken Betts

Amy & Justin Betzen
Bezos Day 1 Families Fund
Anne Binns

Warrie Birdwell
Nathaniel Blackburn
Dianne & Jim Bosler
Kristy & Taylor Bowen
Janis & Scott Brackett
Kyle Brantley

John & Mary Beth Brennan
Catharine Brice

Mrs. Bright

Keith Britton

Melissa & Stephen Brooks
Milton Brooks

Curtis Brown

Madeline Bruner

Carrie Bulgier

Susan & Stephen Butt

Richard Buzzard

Mary & William Carroll
Cherokee Crossroads Inc.
Children's Health

Betsy Christ United Methodist Church
Brent Church

Cisco Matching Gifts

Clay & Lara Jenkins Foundation
COFRA Foundation

Leona Colombero
Communities Foundation of Texas
Compatriot Capital

Michael Connelly

Megan & Michael Considine
Bela Cooley

Dawn Cordero

Susan & Walter Cowger

Barby Crabtree

Meegan & Brian Cramer

Judy & Cullen Cullers

Dallas Children's Charities
Mary & Brian Derksen

Missy & Gene Dours

Michelle & Chris Dupre

Sam & Tim Durst

Mr. & Mrs. Dziedzic

Susan & Linc Eldredge

Patti Elliott

Esler Companies

Esping Family Foundation
Every Page Foundation

Fannie & Stephen Kahn Charitable Foundation
Ann & Alan Feld

This list includes donors who contributed $500 or more in 2024. Every effort was made to ensure a correct listing of donors. We apologize for any mistakes.



2024 SUPPORTERS

Tiffany Ferris

Finn Family Foundation

First Unitarian Church

First United Methodist Church of Dallas
Nancy & Gary Fish

Todd Follett

Steve Folsom

Michael Ford

Ford Reynolds Fund of the Southwest
Community Foundation

Margie & Ray Francis

Chris Franklin

Patricia Frazier

Fred C. & Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Laura Frei

Frost Bank

Michelle & Rich Frymire

Hilary Galbraith

Andy & Silvia Garcia

Delmy Garcia Taylor

Bob & Judy Gass

Matt & Renee Gerkens

GHJ Foundation

Karen Giles

Susan & Mark Godvin

Katie & Scott Goldberg

Goldman, Sachs & Co Matching Gifts
Chris & Colleen Golz

Chynna & Daniel Goree

Bonnie Gover

Grace Generation Church

Grant Thornton LLP

Greater Dallas Bicyclists Association
Hamon Charitable Foundation

Cara & Sean Hamrick

Katherine & James Harmon

Harry S. Moss Foundation

Hearst Foundation

HEB/Central Market

Melissa Hensley

Hirsch Family Foundation

Hollee & Zac Hirzel

Hoglund Foundation

Marquis Holmes

Florence Hosanna

Angela Hosseini

Frank Houseman

Housing Forward

Todd & Elizabeth Howard

Susan & Thomas Howley

Iconic Consulting Group, Inc
Bobbye Inglis

Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation
Jack & Jill of America, Inc Southwest
Suburban Dls Chpt

Michael Jamison

Weston JCS Casa View, Inc.

JLB Partners, LLC

John 3:16 Ministries Foundation
Anne Johnson

Carolyn & Chris Johnson

Sarah Joseph

JP Morgan Chase & Co Good Works
Workplace Giving

Alan Jurcak

Angie & Kevin Kadesky

Carol & William Kelley

Francis Kilduff

Kimberly-Clark Foundation

King of Glory Lutheran Church
Mirjam & Chris Kirk

Kirkland & Ellis Matching Gifts
Janis Kirksey

Jennifer & Kevin Kirksey

Kline Family Foundation

Nancy & Bernard Klinke

Knights of Columbus Lumen Christi Council
13520

This list includes donors who contributed $500 or more in 2024. Every effort was made to ensure a correct listing of donors. We apologize for any mistakes.



2024 SUPPORTERS

KPMG LLP

Rachel & Robert Kral

Victor & Russell Kralisz

Lisa & Peter Kraus

Manu Kurian

Nancy & John Latner

Laurie & Terry Latson
Michael Lattanzi

Laura & Russell Lawrence
Francesca & Won Lee
Lennox International
Mackenzie & Austin Lewis
Jeffrey & Maritza Liaw
Liberty Mutual

Linda Linderman Family Gift Fund
Lord of Life Lutheran Church
Louise W. Kahn Endowment Fund
Linda & J.D. Luttmer

Lyda Hill Foundation

Wajiha Maan

Jessica & Kenneth Macintosh
Ellen Magnis

Mandy & Clayton Main

Nicia Makaye

Jane Manaster

Emily & John Martin

Mason Brown Family Foundation, Inc.
James & Judith Mattingly
Emily Mauzy

Maverick Capital Foundation
Kay Maxwell

Granville McAnear
Stephanie McDermott
Kathryn McGarr

Janie & Cappy McGarr
Stephanie & Chris Mcnelis
Meadows Foundation
Bonnie & Bill Meeder

Traci Merrifield

Pam Meyer

Barbara & Bruce Mickey
Joy & Randall Miltenberger
Paula & Bay Miltenberger
Linda & Harvey Mitchell
Cathy & Steve Molsberry
Moody Foundation

Minda & Gary Moor
Theodora & Howard Morgan
Selwyn & Rich Moses
Patrick Moynihan

Marissa & Mike Mullens
Dana Murphy

Almas Muscatwalla

Mallory Muse

Sandy Nachman

Nicole & Ben Nale

Betsy & Cary Newman
NexBank

NexPoint

Julaine & Steve Nix

Jan Norris

North Dallas Bank & Trust Co.
NorthMarq Capital
Northway Christian Church
Alice & Erle Nye

Marilee & Charlie O'Connell
David O'Connell

Olicon, Inc.

Tammy & David Oliver
John Olsen

Julie Ondrusek

Origin Bank

Pamela Osborne

Kate & Chuy Padilla

Amit Patel

Pediatric Enterprises of Texas, Inc.
Perkins Prothro Foundation
Margot Perot

This list includes donors who contributed $500 or more in 2024. Every effort was made to ensure a correct listing of donors. We apologize for any mistakes.



2024 SUPPORTERS

Camille & Jamie Peterson
Shay Phillips

April Pinkston

Suzanne Plati

Gayle & Dave Porter
Macy Price

Lloyd Princeton

Caren Prothro

Anna & Thomas Quigley
Mrs. Regard

Sharon Relyea

Hannah Renfro

Nancy Riddle

Christy Riddle

Rabbi Robbins

Yeny & Quincy Roberts
Brian Rogers

Maleiah & Ryan Rogers
J. Hunter Roman

Mary & Tim Rooney

Mr. & Mrs. Rosen

Chris Rowley

RSM US LLP

S&P Global

Salehi Family Foundation
Michael Sammons
Santander Consumer USA
Sapphire Foundation
Claudia & Derick Schaefer
Schools Sisters of Notre Dame
Christina Seeley

Carol Sewell

Nainesh & Amy Shah
Gowri & Alex Sharma
Missy & Derek Sharp
Karen & Kelly Shearrer
Thomas Shepherd

Sarah Shepherd

Sheppard Mullin-Matching Gifts

Lyle Shipton

Edward Shoemaker

Shop Talulah

Kathy Shuford

Kathi & Scott Shuford

Boaz Sidikaro

Kristin Skidmore

Kelly Smith

Brenda Snitzer

Southwestern Medical Foundation/UT
Southwestern Medical Center

St. Ann Catholic Parish

Thomas & Denise Stilz

Mandy Strauss

Alan & Shirley Tallis

Ashley & Jed Tanner

Mark Taylor

Texas Instruments Foundation

The Arendsee Family Foundation

The Crystal Charity Ball

The Dallas Foundation

The Episcopal School of Dallas

The Highland Dallas Foundation Fund
The Mike & Mary Terry Foundation
The Paula & Scott Larsen Advised Fund
The Rees-Jones Foundation

The Shoebox Project for Shelter

The Stallings Foundation

The Theodore & Beulah Beasley Foundation, Inc
Third Coast Bank

Lisa & Sanders Thompson

Nancy Thursby

Ben Torres

TRF Foundation

Trimont Real Estate Captial

Ms. Tucker

United Way of Metropolitan Dallas, Inc.
US Bank Commercial Real Estate
Steve & Lee Ann Van Amburgh

This list includes donors who contributed $500 or more in 2024. Every effort was made to ensure a correct listing of donors. We apologize for any mistakes.



2024 SUPPORTERS

Vizient, Inc.

Pat Wallace

Dennis & Kay Walo

Jean & John Walter

Warm Hearts

Amy Warren

Maria Waters

Jwyanza Watt

Alison & Michael Weinstein
Amy & Rob Welling

James Wells

Judith Wenzel

Chad West

Darla & Mark Whitaker
Dr. & Mrs. White

Exa Whiteman

Karen Wilbur

Jeanne & David Wilgus
Joel & Susan Williams
Danielle Wilson

David Winn

April & Ron Wolf
Women's Evening Alliance
Lea & Leo Yancey

Carmen & Andy Yung
Sarah Katherine & John Zavala

This list includes donors who contributed $500 or more in 2024. Every effort was made to ensure a correct listing of donors. We apologize for any mistakes.



In

2024 ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

2024, we:

Held our Young Professionals Event, Have Fun, Do Good. Guests
participated by writing notes of encouragement, assembling snack bags,
donating, and sharing information about Family Gateway on their social
media.

Hosted our annual Stock the Shelves event, where volunteers brought
donations and set up activities in the parking lot for children at Family
Gateway North.

Hosted our annual Trunk or Treat event, Boo Bash, at Family Gateway
North. We had games, candy, pizza, and even face painting!

Presented Joel T. Williams IIl & Charles O'Connell with the Annette G.
Strauss Community Service Award at our first ever Denim & Diamonds
event with a performance by Neal McCoy, Multi-Platinum Country Artist.
Were able to serve 210 families and provide gifts for around 525
children this holiday season through our annual Hope for the Holidays

program.
Were proud to be the recipient of D CEO Magazine's Organization of
the Year (Large) award.



https://www.dmagazine.com/philanthropy-nonprofits/2024/07/winners-revealed-d-ceos-2024-nonprofit-corporate-citizenship-awards/
https://www.dmagazine.com/philanthropy-nonprofits/2024/07/winners-revealed-d-ceos-2024-nonprofit-corporate-citizenship-awards/

FAMILY GATEWAY IN THE PRESS

affordable housing and unhoused communities
Northmarq December 3rd, 2024 | Northmarq

If Northmarq proudly donates nearly $160K for

On this Giving Tuesday, Northmarq is pleased to announce it has
donated nearly $160,000 to nonprofit organizations across the country
that are dedicated to helping increase access to affordable housing
and support unhoused communities.

These donations occurred through its Northmarg Neighbors program
and an annual giving campaign to support Aeon on Give to the Max
Day in Minnesota.

“Northmarqg is passionate about giving back to our local communities,
with a particular focus on housing insecurity and increasing access to
affordable housing,” Northmarq CEO Jeffrey Weidell said. “I am proud
that we're able to do that through opportunities like these that are
woven into the fabric of our company.”

Northmarq Neighbors provided grants to 26 nonprofits in
the U.S.

Northmarg Neighbors is a program focused on providing grants to
nonprofits dedicated to supporting affordable housing and reducing
homelessness. Since its inception in 2017, Northmarqg Neighbors has
awarded over $600,000 to various organizations across the country.
This year the Northmarqg Neighbors program, through nominations by
Northmarg employees, awarded nearly $120,000 in grants to 26
organizations from coast to coast:

Ability Housing in Jacksonville, Florida.

Housing Industry Foundation in Palo Alto, California.
Patriot Affordable Housing, Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
The Bowery Mission

in New York, New York.

Bellwether Housing in Seattle, Washington.

lgnite in Chicago, Illinois.

Quad Inc. in Portland, Oregon.

Trinity Center in Austin, Texas.


https://www.northmarq.com/news/press/northmarq-proudly-donates-nearly-160k-affordable-housing-and-unhoused-communities
https://www.northmarq.com/news/press/northmarq-proudly-donates-nearly-160k-affordable-housing-and-unhoused-communities

Better Housing Coalition in Richmond, Virginia.

Lotus Campaign in Charlotte, North Carolina.

San Antonio Food Bank in San Antonio, Texas.

Tulsa Day Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Chrysalis in Phoenix, Arizona.

Many Mansions in Thousand Oaks, California.

Sarah's Circle in Chicago, Illinois.

Wartburg in Mount Vernon, New York.

Entryway in Vienna, Virginia.

New Life Mission in Melbourne, Florida.

SouthEast Effective Development in Seattle, Washington.
Workforce Services-Refugee Services of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Family Gateway in Dallas, Texas.

North Texas Food Bank in Plano, Texas.

St. Joseph the Worker in Phoenix, Arizona.

Front Porch Investments in Omaha, Nebraska.

Open Doors in Atlanta, Georgia.

Tunnel to Towers Foundation in Staten Island, New York.

Northmarqg helps Aeon raise $100K on Give to the Max Day

With an overlapping passion for supporting increased access to
affordable housing, Northmarqg has been a longstanding supporter of
Aeon — which is a mission-based nonprofit founded in 1986 to help
house low-income residents displaced from their homes to make space
to build the Minneapolis Convention Center and today owns 5,885
affordable homes across 58 properties and 15 Twin Cities
communities.

Give to the Max Day was Nov. 21 in Minnesota, and Northmarq donated
nearly $40,000 to Aeon on that day — helping Aeon raise
approximately $100,000.

“A focus on improving our local communities is core to who we are at
Northmarq, and | am grateful that we are able to do that through our
support of a wonderful organization like Aeon,” said Chief Operating
Officer Shawn Power, who also serves on Aeon’s Board of Directors.
“I'm lucky enough to see the impact of Aeon’s work on a regular basis,
and through Give to the Max Day, it was great to see our company, our
employees and the greater community also recognize Aeon’s
importance in the Twin Cities with such generous support.”



Jeff Bezos Donates Another $110 Million To Combat

Forbes Homelessness

November 20th, 2024 | Forbes

The grants come at a time of rising homelessness-especially among
families.

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, the world’s third-richest person, and his
partner Lauren Sanchez announced $110.5 million in new grants to
nonprofits working to end homelessness for families from his Day 1
Families Fund, the organization announced on Tuesday.

This round of donations marks the Day 1 Families Fund’s seventh
annual round of awards, which range from $425,000 to $5 million and
will go to 40 organizations providing services to homeless families in
23 states—including $2.5 million each to the Kentucky-based Welcome
House, Los Angelesbased Jenesse Center and a couple of repeat
recipients. The Dallas-based Family Gateway group, for example,
received a $2.5 million grant this year, after receiving $2.75 million in
2019. Bezos has now granted $749 million of the Day 1 Fund's $2
billion pledge-made in 2018—to organizations working to help families
experiencing homelessness. The new grants bring Bezos' total
estimated giving to $3.5 billion, roughly equal to the amount he got
from selling a sliver of his Amazon shares this month (before taxes).
“No child should sleep outside, and it's a privilege to help in the
extraordinary efforts of these organizations,” Bezos, who is richer than
ever and worth an estimated $220 billion, wrote in a statement about
the new grants. His partner and fiancee Sanchez added that “with
homelessness on the rise, there has never been a more important time
to support those individuals and organizations making a difference.”

In 2023, more than a million people experienced homelessness in the
U.S. for the first time, according to the National Alliance to End
Homelessness. Also, the number of unhoused people across the
country increased by 12% compared to the previous year, the largest
increase since the organization began tracking data in 2007. The rise
in homelessness has hit families especially hard: families now
represent almost a third of the country’s homeless population. Rising
housing costs and a lack of affordable housing, exacerbated by the
pandemic and end of the pandemic-era safety net, are to blame,
according to the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness.


https://www.forbes.com/sites/phoebeliu/2024/11/20/billionaire-jeff-bezos-richer-ever-donates-111-million-to-combat-homelessness/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/phoebeliu/2024/11/20/billionaire-jeff-bezos-richer-ever-donates-111-million-to-combat-homelessness/

To address the acute issues at hand, the Day 1 Families Fund generally
supports organizations that offer emergency or other temporary
shelter to specific families. Many of the organizations help those
families transition to supportive housing and increase their income so
they can then hopefully move to permanent housing. Ellen Magnis, CEO
of Dallas-based Family Gateway, used the nonprofit group’s first Day 1
Families Fund grant in 2019 to help families—often single mothers
with hourly-wage jobs who are sick and don’t have sick pay benefits—
find short-term alternatives to emergency shelters, which are often
full and also expensive to build, like a hotel room. While they are in
their temporary housing arrangements, the organization helps families
find permanent housing and pays the related up-front fees, like their
security deposit and first couple months’ rent. She says that Family
Gateway plans to use this year’'s grant to meet the “significant
increase” in post-pandemic demand.

Michael Goze, CEO of the American Indian Community Development
Corporation, a Minneapolis-based nonprofit that purchases and
develops affordable apartment complexes for unhoused Native people,
received a $5 million grant from the Day 1 Families Fund last year.
Goze says they've been able to use the funding to expand their efforts
and are in the process of buying seven more three-bedroom
apartments. AICDC pairs people who live in their apartments—
including people escaping domestic violence, a single mother working
her way through college and a family whose previous building burned
in a fire—with case managers and financial advisors in a five-year
program to help them earn more and thus move to stable permanent
housing.

“Bezos is giving money to the people on the front line, dealing with the
problem on a daily basis, and | don't know that there is anybody better
to understand how to create change than the people that are in the
fight,” Goze says. Still, others think the problem goes beyond helping
families find housing and needs to be addressed at its root—
ncreasing wages and lowering rents to prevent homelessness in the
first place. “This is a band-aid on a structural problem, although it's a
very good band-aid until we get the proper legislation to increase
wages and tenant protections,” says Omar Ocampo, a researcher at the
Institute for Policy Studies, a progressive think tank based in
Washington, D.C.



Ocampo coauthored a report that blames billionaires and billionaire
investors for exacerbating the housing affordability crisis by investing
heavily in real estate and using it for high-end development, short-
term rentals and as an investment asset, resulting in too many vacant
homes with skyrocketing rents. “There’s little incentive for billionaires
to construct affordable housing at a scale that would put downward
pressure on prices,” says Ocampo.

He recommended donations to community controlled housing like
community land trusts (a common destination for MacKenzie Scott’s
grants) that make sure properties can’t be resold for profit, as well as
advocacy for legislation around workers’ and tenants’ rights so they
can then afford housing without philanthropic assistance.

With a second Trump administration looming, there will likely be less
regulation around housing and housing development and fewer taxes
on the wultrawealthy, which can result in billionaires being more
philanthropic, Ocampo says. And Bezos, who primarily does his
philanthropy through both the Day 1 Fund and his climate-focused
Bezos Earth Fund, is not the only billionaire donating to housing and
homelessness causes—although it's far from a favorite cause among
billionaires. Perhaps the biggest donor to affordable housing
organizations in the country is Bezos' ex-wife MacKenzie Scott, who
has poured nearly $2 billion into those nonprofits, including several
community land trusts. In 2019, Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff donated
$30 million to research initiatives on homelessness at UC San
Francisco and over the last year gave 440 acres of land to an
affordable housing developer in Hawaii, where he lives and where its
governor declared the housing crisis a state of emergency. And
brokerage titan Charles Schwab donated $65 million in 2020 to build
supportive housing in San Francisco. Given the demand for affordable
housing and the rise in family homelessness, there is appetite for
more such philanthropy.




Dallas sold one of its abandoned downtown buildings.
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The donation was also announced on the same day Book again sought
renewal as Chair of the Miami-Dade Homeless Trust from the County
Commission, which must alter term limit and residency restrictions for
him, as he lives in Broward County and has held the post for decades.

The abandoned Dallas-owned property that once housed Family
Gateway has been sold, according to council member Jesse Moreno.

In late August, the city estimated it could sell the property at 711
South St. Paul St. for $2 million, but a news release from Moreno
announcing the sale Friday afternoon did not include the price. Most
of the proceeds are reserved for capital improvements.

“I look forward to celebrating the revitalization that will be seen in
Downtown Dallas as a result today’s action,” Moreno said.

The property was flagged over the summer as a place of squatting and
vandalism and has since been cleaned up. Family Gateway moved to a
new facility in far north Dallas in 2023.

“It is discouraging that our former property, with so many beloved
memories, has been desecrated, but we are encouraging our team
members, donors and families who were served in this facility to
retain their fond memories and to not let the challenges of late take
away from the hope and healing that was found in our prior building,”
Family Gateway posted earlier this year.

City Council members discussed the possibility of demolishing the
building on the land before putting it up for auction in August.
Ultimately, they approved a recommendation from council member
Paul Ridley to allow bidders to bid on the land with or without the
building.

Moreno's email stated, “This property has a troubled history under the
City of Dallas’ care and its demolition in a mere few months will carve
the way for a higher purpose.”



https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/dallas-sold-one-of-its-abandoned-downtown-buildings-here-s-what-we-know/ar-AA1sWEKg?ocid=BingNewsVerp&apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/dallas-sold-one-of-its-abandoned-downtown-buildings-here-s-what-we-know/ar-AA1sWEKg?ocid=BingNewsVerp&apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1

The land, steps away from City Hall, is in an area with plans for a high-
rise building with office and retail space and several entertainment
businesses close to the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center.

For years, Dallas-based Hoque Global has planned to create an almost
20-acre district between Canton and Cadiz streets. In 2022, council
members approved a $96 million tax incentive to that cause.
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If you or someone you know is experiencing a homeless crisis,
please call 1-888-411-6802 (Option 3).

1421 W. MOCKINGBIRD LN, STE C, DALLAS, TX 75247
P:214-823-4500
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